of Virginia”

CHARLOTTE SCOTT,
“a freadwoman,” wis bom in whar
is mow Lynchbury, Vingeia She
was boen a dave sometime berween
1503 and 1505 and wis owned by
succeeding members of the Scox
Eamily. The Scotts fved ca 2 lage
plancation akoag the James River,
about four s above Lynch's
Ferry. (Today, the property is
devided among the Virgnia Epe-
copad School and Wesiminsier-
Canterhury, the lorsser Rewens
Indwsirial complex. a large apars-
ment comphex, and sumcrous
reviddential neighbarhoods.)
The presentanion of the
Freedman’s Memonial incduded
2 spocch by Me. Jemcs B Year-
man, the president of the Weat-
ern Samicary Commission, In
which he highlightod dhe sole
Charome Scou’s lormer omn-
ces played in championieg
her causc. Yeatman aaplained
char, upon hearing of Presi-
dene Lincoln's death, Char-
lose Scoct “went In grew
datren” to Margaset Scoct
Ruscker “her mistross—thar
had been, fioe she was then
froe—and said o her: “The
colored people have loat
their best friend om carth!
Mr. Lincoln was our beu
friend, and 1 will give bve
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“The colored people have lost their best friend
on earth! Mr. Lincoln was our best friend, and

[ will give five dollars of my wages towards
erecting a monument to his memory.”

dollass of my wigs towands evecting &
monument 0 hin memoey.” Charloere
Scott's former master, Dr. William Parks
Rucker, “2 Usion refugee, from Virgin-
.. who 1ok aloag with him Charlonte
Scotr, and perbogs others belonging w
hien,” initlaved the contaces that pur

her founding five-dollar comribution
into the hands of trestworchy fundrais-
ers. Several monehs atter the president’s
death, Chaslocte Soort’s “grain of 2 mus
tard soed” had grown (o a grand rocal of
$16,242.

The stoey wlhd at the ceremony af-
fered only a glimpue a1 the relatiomahip
between Charlome Scott and her former
owners, 3 huwsband and wife from two
well-known Central Virginia famiies.
The bong verskon—a wader and slighdy
mare detsiled overview ol the connec
tons among the Scotrs, the Rackers,
and thelr shaves —is complicased and
compellieg, and & begine with 2 land
purchase thas sook place sbou thirey

years before Chardotes Scotr wis boen

Lincoln Park 4
Not gl city plans ane compkstid 86 casigned. not even
phans for tha naw Captal Cy of Wishington developed
by ¥ distinguished architect and ol engineer Pams
LErfan. Ore square, about 8 mde aast of the Caprtol,
wiss et to hold a monurmental cokumn fom which al
pONIS i tha cantinem woukd ba measued. instead, e
lcaion becama the ciy dump,

The lendg wats neadad for mans MPonant purposes
in 1861, The nibbia was cearnsd awiry 4nd tha Linocoin
Unind States Genaral Hospitsl for woundsd Union
nokders was estabiishod—a kargs Foepnal often
weted by Wak Whivman. Afver the Cril Wi, the
carmass-Covarad 10g buldings wens moned, but the
Uincod néma had bacome attachad K 1 souare,
kater cabad Lincoin Park.
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Five dollars
in 1865 was
equivalent to
$385.52

The Scott Plantation e
In 1784, cweney-eight-year-old Caprain 15005
William Scowr, a Revelutonary War 5% Vg
vereran, bought 1,150 acres on the “
Jamex River from b brother-in-law, v
James Ganewood, On the norch side

of the river the land lay in Amberst
County, and o the souch side of the
river the land straddled the recemly
delincarad line berween Bedford and
Campbell Counties. The tract staeiad
well abowe Judinh Crock ar Tremes Ferey
and exvended dose vo the frontler sown
thont weradd become Lynchbueg,

The cormemt Vingina Epacopal
School campus s likely che sire of the
dwdlling howse snd wme fem building
bailt by William Sccet an the Camphell
Councy porton of his newly purchased
plancation. Prior wo the purchase, Scou
bad married his Caroline Coumy
ocighbor Ann Jones, The couple sovtled
in Spotsylvania County sad starsed a
family thar evenesally included swehee
chibdeen,

g &

Vting about the white farmhouse known i Mingea architectusal historian Calder Loth posmed out that » portion of

the brick foundation was “typical of the Federal-period bond of the Virginia Pledmant_cisca 1800" The foundation had

3 survived” hom an earbier struckane on the Scott plamation {now the Vieginia Episcopal School campus). Minges Cottage was
demolishod is 2013,
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Sympathy or Savvy?

Wihen Captsn Wikiam Scott graned Nis s0ns Thomas ond
Hugh jom ownsrship of sidsen skavis, he stipulated that
o shaves reniEn together on the plantason. Since stve
mamages weee not igally binding, 3y élon 10 keep o e
famiy mact s ke a houghtul humanianian geshum,
Howver, n s South's slave-tiased £00nomy, koepng =kve
Couplos In choss prosimity also made GOOd business serse.
mnmwwmmn

25 w1 Only with the consent of Thowr owners. S oen
marmind wehout 11 Denat of clergy, and i hnoren John

S1005, “he maeTGe COMOny In Most Cied
coreitnd of the shrees Semply QNIng tha e § POMisson
ol eeg IMo a cabin fogetter.”

Tha martags srargeerant of coupkes who nisdad on
Oiforont PN ("Droad” marmeges] wis ofien he Gse
o el CONCEM for Mot skracwnons, Feorng fret sinv
mamiages between pANIIIONS 00Uk POty contribute 1o
ot e e work and Incresse e rik of shyws Ceveloging
MIU06S of INapancharc, SWINaNS eNcouragnd e skinas
10 maxTy on the phetation whams they ke When this was
ot periokd, woakiyy ownass winkd in Some cams buy e
00U of his slave,  Criisen of “Droad” mamiges wana the
property of th shive WOman's owne, #7d tha Cwner of 3
shrew 6 had N0 legl Nt 10 ke sonions. Batwen 1825
and 1857, momt Southenm states In some ko o anofer
Tegakened fTner Save marmiagres Ind Mcognized e chidnn
of uch Mamages a3 laghtimake.

Fmgraks “umma%n—nn—-o
Taren Vim0 'WS-. Vil 37, W0 1 e
T~y
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T
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When Scorr died i 1818, his will beft land, Bvestock, and
persomad property—inchuding sase of his shrees—to b seven
kst surviving <hibleen. Ocher daves and the remaining 900
acres of his plantation went 1 his wife for her use during her
lifixime and chen to their two youngest sons, Thomas and
Mﬂ:obtdividcdqmllrbﬂm them when she died.
Willess Scorr also left sisteen named daves for these two
wns

In 1831, Ann Scoct 1ook mercy o her two youngest sns
and decided not to make chem walk any kager for in-
heriance. She drew up 3 document grving Thome and Hegh
her Yand and skeves in exchange for case for the rest of her
life—and she lived anceher fi years. By this cime, Thomas
was already sarmied 1 Mangaret Parks Burks, who had grown
up across cthe James River i Amhbenit County, and they bad
two chilkdeen, Hugh was newly married so Margaret’s swuer,
Elizabeth Jane Burks, known s Jane.

Before 1831, the two sons had unaficialy divided the
skives, and they had abw divided che land into two sections
where they were alecady farssing. Thomas kept the manor
Bouse z=d sumounding land i Campbell Comney. acress from
the family v. snd his mother ¢ d 1o Tres with
his family. Hugh lived an the Bedford County portion, and
he abw faresed abos two mides of fertle land akoag the James
River in Campbedl Counny

The two Scott Eilies chat lived oo the remaining 900
acees along the James experienced many marriags, bieths,
and deatka between 1831 and 1860, The marriarch Ann
Jones Scont died in 1846, Thomas lout his Sest wile two yeans
after the birch of their shind <hibd. He married again, had two
maore children, and also los his second wife. Four of Thoesss’s
children, Incloding bis dasghter Margarcs, the final owner of
the skve Charkoese Scote, were dl married in che 18505 Hugh
Scort and his wife Jane had theee children, two of whee were
ssaariod by | BEO.

3
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The Scott Slaves

The shaves owned by the Scorts abo experienced many bircks
and deachs between 1831 and 1860, There may have §

dave marriages. but families wese cermainly separsied as shives

were given of hoaned to varionn Scedt family memben. The
recoed i burgely silent on the fare of the Scott plantackon’s
enshived population, owned first by William Scote and chen
by his sons Thomas and Hugh, escept for those slaves whe
wore alive and samed & the ime wills or deeds were made

Ohver the yeans, the Scocts seemed 10 Fave eriad o keep
Lot somse shave families together. When Wiliam Scont died,
b will bt 2 group of dureen daves 1o be used jolndy by
Thomas and Hugh, and it was William's dexire ehat the group
of slaves be kept together, not sold off che plantarion.

Two daves named In Willam Scotts will weee very young
in 1818, and they ase unwsual In thar they can be tuced Ino
the post war period. Hugh isherited 2 dave namad 'Willis,
a=d Thomas mherited another samed Charkoere, the dave
destined to bocoase “a freodwoman frome Virginia™ As che
beothers” Farms weee adjacent, there would boree boca op
poetunitics for the skrves to soc cach oher, and it is posibde,
bhased an kwer infoemarion, thar Willis and Chardooe had a
dave marragr.

Patrolmen and Soldiers

Increaing palitical tension abows davery was cearing the
country apart in the 18505, The two Scotr beoehers, Thomas
and Hugh, dong with cheir adult soas, were wsgned 10 serve

time patrelling s night for runaway skeves. At the same time

they had o hope chat their own shives wosdd not join the
bandks of nesaways in the arca.

Acconding eo the 1860 slave cenwa, there were foety
enshived poople owncd by Thomas and Hugh Scorr? and
none of the Scorr daves were fagitives on the particular days
chat cenwen takers recorded dara foe the ewo beochers. Tt is
o known if any of their shives ran away during the war, b

st skive owners were coacernad abourt the possibelicy.
When Vieginia socoded froms che Unica in April 1861,
Thomas and Hugh had cighr soms o wne-in-law combunad,
all of whoes weee clgibde to volunteer foe the military. Six
of the dght men serve. Hugh's son-in law John Cabell
Wiard was a capuain in the Virging Hth Ledaniry Regiment,
snd his son Frank was 4 privase In the Virginia 20d Cavaley
Ihoes’s son Grigehy was also & peivare In the Virginia 2ed
Cavalry. De. Cyrus Padn Bryan, cac of Thoesss Scoct’s three
sons-In-law, was briclly & peivare in the Bath Geays and then
wrved in the Vieginia Legabature. Another son-in-law, James
Seaphes Rucker, was In Moorman's Cemspany of the Virginia
Horse Artillery. The third son-in-krw of Thomas Scotr was D
Williams Parks Rocker. edder brother of James Rucker and a
colorfd dharacrer, 1o say the leass. De. Rocker was a staunch
Unbonis
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bt the two men bad oppeaing vicws
xwmm«mm
gl e oo
llq“:l“m hlg;‘:.-md
1852,

uaghier of Thomas Scot
:ndi'-zm-if-. . Afser cheir
mh“y-dw hasme
place s Campbell County, and their

first child, Hedley Scorr Rucker, was
boen there. Rucker then left his wile and

mn.mmuﬁw
::k—d. foe o
w many years.
The will described @ 2 woman,
valuad 2t $500. Ar chowt time, Charkowe
and several ocher Scotr shves from
Camphel owned by Mar-

boon Rascker was 2 saunch Unioadst and
refused o severd occasions o dedare
hix allegiance to the Confederacy:

convictions are unknown
mw::nbemnda fiom
ber huband that ke =ot juin the
Union army,

Buming
Rucker win 3 wealthy sad repectad
docror in Covingron, He alo owned

Courey  several small businesses nese Covingron
inchading an e namal Stecles Tavern
‘wapmwm.'hld!hhd
UL 0 & man.

The inn was a stage stop ke travelen,
mex srangers there,

and Rucker often

by a hosik crowd. In self-defense,
Rucker stabbed che leader of the mob
with a knife, and held off the rest of
the attackens with 2 pitol. Afser he was
armested, Dr. Rucker was foeced 10 sew

ducred his own defense in the murder

e
continued modi
cine in Covingron and at the same time
maintzined contace wich che Union
army In Febevary 1862, he rraveled 0 2
plantacion he owned nesr Summersville
in Nicholas Comsey, sbow sixry-fve
miles west of Covingron, On the way o
his plancation, Rucker met with Coloned
Crook who wa ssticsad with
the 36¢h Ohio Infantry in Semmers-
ville. Rucker larer daimed thac
chis mesting it wa he who
burning the Cow Pasture River
mmmﬁnuﬂw&:?d
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Clfton Foege.

After b bad agreed 1o help che
Union amsy, Rucker moved o his
Nicholas County plantatica, thought o
bse 4 saffer location, while Margaret con-
tinued to live in Cosvingron with their
four sons s thetr groesp of Covingron-
bused shaves.

Rucker's role in plasaing the bridge
burnirg might not have been as ceetral
w he chiimed, bur one thing is ceram:
as 2 civillan gede, Rucker lod a group
of svesey-five Union cavalrymen who
swccessfully braened the railresd brudge
oa May 19, 1862, a significant bt not
dsasrous loss 1o the Confederacy.

After the bridge-buming incident.

s Rucker and the Union cavalry were
retursing 10 the Summersille arca. dhey
stopped is Covtagron and added Mar-
garet, the childsen, and a few Rucker
daves 10 the entoursge. One of the
arves thae Margarer took with her was
her personal maid, Charloese.

‘Two months baer, Rocker went 10
sty evemight in 3 Bouse acar Sum-
mersville that wis occwpiad by Usion
atficers. Shorly after he arrived, afl che
mem in the house were capeured by 4
Confederate cavalry unin, bod o the
heouse in a mght rasd by the sowcous

w Nascy Hare,

Rucker ssd the Unices officers were
Gewe takien 10 Salt Sulfur Springs, then 10
Lynchbarg, and finally ©o Richmead. [
Rich all the Union afficers were
redessed in a privoner eschange whike
Rucker was sent to the beunal Canke
Thumder priscn, a former whacco wase-
hewse on Cary Steeer, comversed by the
Cunfodenacy o house polingl prisners,
includirg those chasged with eawo.

An aneagonived Goversor Joba
Letcher imsissed Rucker be tried foc
tremun among ocher changes such =
bridge-buming. murdes, sad stealing.
In response, Celonel Crook, the Unioa
officer in westorn Virgisda, sent woed
10 three peominent Lewisburg reddents
that they wosdd be hanged if Rucker
were harmed,

Rucker had been offered 2
coasmisdon in the Union army (five
rimes, he daimed), he had wrsal it
down, s thesefore had 10 be eried for
the ten charges made against him @ 3
cixiven, st a soldicr. Stlll, chere was &
Yergrhy argement berwoen the Coabod-
erine and Virgisia aurhoritics conoem-
ing who would pet 10 1ry him. It was
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mmm.wmmmuqmma‘m

finally decided ehat Rucker shoubd be
wried 2 & citkmen by the Vinginia authori-
ches, and that he would be recumed w
Convinggon for trial. Rucker wis soae by
the Virginka Central Radeood a far is
the bridge over the Care Pasture River
thart he had helped burn and then by
wagon 00 4 very bumpy road 0 Cove
ingron—a dediclous ircay.

Hints of Hypocrisy

Tt is hasd o Imagine the enmity thac
pvest have existed berween William and
Mﬁm Rucker and their cxiended
Lynchburg family during che &l of
1862 How did Margaret feel about her
hushand collaboeating wich the Union
anmy while her beocher Gripalry and
brother-indaw James Rocker (William's
brother) were serving in the Confederate
semy? In the previous six manths
Gragby had been fighting im che Valky
with Jackssa and meat recently had
helped cover the recrear from Antiesam.
Jarmes had post fought i the Secoad
Barde of Manassas. Besdes her sblings,
M-m had been choss so her cousing,
the children of Hugh and Jase
Scoey, incl her cowsin Frank, who
wis then in a Northem prasaner of war
camg. [f there was any commesicicinn
berween Margarer and her siling—
obder sisver Mary Scont Bryan in Warm

Springs, yourger shaor Nansic Scont
Ruscker who was close to death, o her
brother Rice In Campbell County—it
mus have boen stralmed at best, Since
May, Thv Lyweckdang Dasfy Repadlicav
mewspaper had bem carrying 3 ranaing
account of Dr. Racker's excapades that
his Lynchbung Exmily would huve had s
work hard noe 1o sead.

During, this tunvelrsous time, while
Rucker was in gl in Covingtea, Marga-
rex amed Willlam marcged 10 coerespoad.
They dexided thar she should meone to &
saler location. Matgaser, their four sors,
and her houschold shives wore srans.
poetad 10 Mariera, Ohio, bur befoee
the Federal ammy would trasspoet the
proep, Margaret wis required 10 free her
shvex. No recoedh of manumasion have
been found—perhaps frecdom simply
wis bestowed by crossing the Ohio
River—bun Margaret’s family and their
newly minted free servants semained s
Marierra for che sest of the wie

Whike Rucker was soll in the Coving-
1on i, he and Margaeet sold all eheir
reald estare and abio sold—not freed—the
rext of their slaves. As it cumed out, chis
wis 2 wise financial dedsion because
seal estne propeny value plomaced
chaing the war and personal peoperty
values invested in daves disappeased.

e —————







